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(6) Failure to have absentee ballots available and mailed as prescribed in
subsection (1) of this section does not by itself provide a basis for an election
contest or other legal challenge to the results of a primary, general election, or
special election.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A.52.011 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 172 are each amended to read
as follows: '

Whenever it shall be necessary to hold a special election in an odd-
numbered year to fill an unexpired term of any office which is scheduled to be
voted upon for a full term in an even-numbered year, no ((Septembes)) primary
election shall be held in the odd-numbered year if, after the last day allowed for
candidates to withdraw, either of the following circumstances exist:

(1) No more than one candidate of each qualified political party has filed a
declaration of candidacy for the same partisan office to be filled; or

(2) No more than two candidates have filed a declaration of candidacy for a
single nonpartisan office to be filled.

In either event, the officer with whom the declarations of candidacy were
filed shall immediately notify all candidates concerned and the names of the
candidates that would have been printed upon the ((Septembes)) primary ballot,
but for the provisions of this section, shall be printed as nominees for the
positions sought upon the November general election ballot.

Sec. 15. RCW 29A.56.030 and 2003 c 111 s 1403 are each améndcd to
read as follows:

The name of any candidate for a major political party nomination for
president of the United States shall be printed on the presidential preference
primary ballot of a major political party only:

(1) By direction of the secretary of state, who in the secretary's sole
discretion has determined that the candidate's candidacy is generally advocated
or is recognized in national news media; or

(2) If members of the political party of the candidate have presented a
petition for nomination of the candidate that has attached to the petition a sheet
or sheets containing the signatures of at least one thousand registered voters who
declare themselves in the petition as being affiliated with the same political party
as the presidential candidate. The petition shall be filed with the secretary of
state not later than ((the-thirty-ninth—day)) sixty days before the presidential
preference primary. The signature sheets shall also contain the residence address
and name or number of the precinct of each registered voter whose signature
appears thereon and shall be certified in the manner prescribed in RCW
29A.72.230 and 29A.72.240.

The secretary of state shall place the name of the candidate on the ballot
unless the candidate, at least ((thirty-five)) fifty-two days before the presidential
preference primary, executes and files with the secretary of state an affidavit
stating without qualification that he or she is not now and will not become a
- candidate for the office of president of the United States at the forthcoming
presidential election. The secretary of state shall certify the names of. all
candidates who will appear on the presidential preference primary ballot to the
respective county auditors on or before the fourth Tuesday in April of .each
presidential election year.
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Sec. 16. RCW 29A.60.190 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 16 and 2005 ¢ 153 s 12 are
each reenacted and amended to read as follows:

(1) Except as provided by subsection (3) of this section, ((ten)) fifteen days
after a primary or special election and twenty-one days after a general election,
the county canvassing board shall complete the canvass and certify the results.
Each absentee ballot that was returned before the closing of the polls ((ea-the
date-of the-primary-or electionfor whiehtt-was-issued)), and each absentee ballot
((with)) bearing a postmark on or before the date of the primary or election ((fer
whichit-was-issued)) and received on or before the date on which the primary or
election is certified, must be included in the canvass report.

(2) At the request of a caucus of the state legislature, the county auditor
shall transmit copies of all unofficial returns of state and legislative primaries or
elections prepared by or for the county canvassing board to either the secretary
of the senate or the chief clerk of the house of representatives.

(3) On or before the thirtieth day after an election conducted under the
instant yunoff voting method for the pilot project authorized by RCW
29A.53.020, the canvassing board shall complete the canvass and certify the
results.

Sec. 17. RCW 29A.60.190 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 16 are each amended to read
as follows:

(1) ((Fen)) Fifteen days after a primary or special election and twenty-one
days after a general election, the county canvassing board shall complete the
canvass and certify the results. Each absentee ballot that was returned before the
closing of the polls ((eﬂ—ehe—date—ef—ﬂie—lmrafy—ef—eleeﬁeﬁ—fei—whieh—ﬁ—%s
issued)), and each absentee ballot ((with)) bearing a postmark on or before the
date of the primary or election ((fer-which—it—was—issaed)) and received on or
before the date on which the primary or election is certified, must be included in
the canvass report.

(2) At the request of a caucus of the state legislature, the county auditor
shall transmit copies of all unofficial returns of state and legislative primaries or
elections prepared by or for the county canvassing board to either the secretary
of the senate or the chief clerk of the house of representatives.

Sec. 18. RCW 27.12.355 and 1987 ¢ 138 s 1 are each amended to read as
follows:

(1) As provided in this section, a rural county library district, island library
district, or intercounty rural library district may withdraw areas from its
boundaries, or reannex areas into the library district that p1ev1ously had been
withdrawn from the library district under this section.

(2) The withdrawal of an area shall be authorized upon: (a) Adoption of a
resolution by the board of trustees requesting the withdrawal and finding that, in
the opinion of the board, inclusion of this area within the library district will
result in a reduction of the district's tax levy rate under the provisions of RCW
84.52.010; and (b) adoption of a resolution by the city or town council approving
the withdrawal, if the area is located within the city or town, or adoption of a
resolution by the county legislative authority of the county within which the area
is located approving the withdrawal, if the area is located outside of a city or
town. A withdrawal shall be effective at the end of the day on the thirty-first day
of December in the year in which the resolutions are adopted, but for purposes of
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